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Original Script Robot Director
STA F F Anton Chekhov Takenobu Chikaraishi
(Osaka University Hiroshi Ishiguro Laboratory /Osaka

Text & Director University Center for the Study of Communication Design)
Oriza Hirata

Robot Operation
Development of the Androids and Robots Yuta Senda

Hiroshi Ishiguro (Osaka University & ATR Hiroshi Ishiguro Laboratory)

Surtitle
Voice and Motion of the Android Aya Nishimoto

Minako Inoue
Surtitle Assistant

Produced by Kenichi Akiyama
Seinendan Theater Company + Osaka University Robot Theater Project

Script Translation

Performers Yoko Tamura, Hau-Yun Tang
Hiroko Matsuda, Hiroshi Otsuka, Minako Inoue,

T Geminoid F ; (An Android) , Tadashi Otake, Kenji Yamauchi Producer
Tatsuya Kawamura, Akiko Ishibashi, Mizuho Nojima, Natsuko Hori Yoko Nishiyama

" Robovie-R3 ; (Robot) Sound C '
ound Co-operation

Stage Designer FUJITSU TEN Japan

Itaru Sugiyama
Voice Synthetic Technic

Stage Assistant Al Inc

Kenji Hamazaki
Cooperation

Lighting Designer Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd.
Shoko Mishima
Sponsor
Costume Designer N\ o
Aya Masakane =0 REHRE
Stage Manager s s
Takao Nakanishi Presenter: TAIPEI Z LB Organizer: SacfLys 1L ErzEes

In a provincial city—used to be a robot production base for a consumer electronics company and has been hallowed out due to
yen’s appreciation—only a small laboratory remains now. After the death of father, who was a researcher of advanced robots,
his three daughters still live in the city. Adapted from Chekhov’s masterpiece, Three Sisters, this latest work of “Robot Theatre
Project” relentlessly portrays the future of the Japanese society.

Seinendan Theater Company
Seinendan is a theater company formed by Oriza Hirata in Tokyo in 1983. They have been pursuing a new theatrical style

through the practice of Hirata’s “Contemporary Colloquial Theater Theory.” This totally new style has had a strong influence
on Japanese theater since the 1990s as well as on vast areas such as literature, linguistic study and language education. Their
goals include establishing a new form of expression that can even alter the framework of theater itself, based on a unique
combination of our theatrical theory and practice.

"Multiple conversations progress simultaneously”, “Lines are spoken so softly at times that they are hardly heard”,

"Actors sometimes speak with their backs to the audience”, in the early days, these obvious characteristics of Seinendan’s
performance alone were often pointed out. However, it must be emphasized that these are outcomes of our highly elaborate
strategy in achieving our objective to creatively alter the whole framework of theater. Our strategy is to critically reconsider
existing theatrical theories and to reconstruct delicate and dramatic space on stage. We believe that we can create such a
space by basing our theater on the Japanese language and life style, while at the same time creating a new theatrical language
which is a unified form of both written and spoken language.

Hirata claims that modern theater in Japan which started out by importing the Western modern theater has also lead to
playwriting governed by the Western logic. Thus, he believes, writing styles and logical structures irrelevant to the Japanese
language have been routinely practiced, and in trying to give those irrelevant styles reality the actors have been forced into
distorted acting styles too. This is the heart of Hirata’s criticism of the conventional Japanese theater.

Besides presenting pieces written and directed by Oriza Hirata, in 2002 Seinendan started a new system, "Seinendan Links,”
for the actors and directors belonging to the company. For a Seinendan Links production, a director organizes his/her own cast
and crew making use of the resources of Seinendan and the Komaba Agora theater where Hirata is the artistic director. We are
aiming at becoming a "theater company” in its true sense, scarce in number in present Japan, a group consisting of various
directors, playwrights and actors and capable of presenting versatile productions.

In recent years Seinendan has been quite active worldwide, almost annually touring abroad. Especially in France, where Hirata’s
pieces are more and more appreciated, his theater style and the high quality of Seinendan actors have been highly acclaimed.
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Text and Director Oriza Hirata

Playwright, Director and Leader of the theatre company Seinendan Artistic Director and Manager
of the Komaba Agora Theater Professor, Osaka University Center for the Study of Communication-
Design. Born in 1962. In 1982, Oriza founded the theater company Seinendan and since the 1990s he
has been a very influential figure in the theater world with his pursuit and practice “Contemporary
Colloquial Theater Theory”. In recent years he has also eagerly collaborated internationally, through
workshops and joint projects, with artists in France, Korea, Australia, the U.S.A,, Ireland, Canada, and
more.

The Komaba Agora Theater, Seinendan’s home base where Oriza is the artistic director, is a house
for exchange of information between both national and international theater troupes. Oriza has been
playing a great role in introducing regional theater companies to Tokyo audiences for almost 20 years.

Oriza and Seinendan are also active in education. His workshop method was included in one of the
official national Japanese textbooks for junior high school in 2002, and for elementary school in 20II,
and many students are now creating drama in the classroom. Oriza was a professor of theater course
at Obirin University, as the pioneer in creating a new theater education program open to the society
(2000 - 2006).

Development of the Androids and Robots

Hiroshi Ishiguro (Osaka University & ATR Hiroshi Ishiguro Laboratory)

Hiroshi Ishiguro (M) received a D.Eng. in systems engineering from the Osaka University, Japan
in 1991. He is currently Professor of Department of Systems Innovation in the Graduate School of
Engineering Science at Osaka University (2009-) and Group Leader (201I-) of Hiroshi Ishiguro
Laboratory at the Advanced Telecommunications Research Institute (ATR).

His research interests include distributed sensor systems, interactive robotics, and android science.
He has published more than 300 papers in major journals and conferences, such as Robotics
Research and IEEE PAMI. On the other hand, he has developed many humanoids and androids, called
Robovie, Repliee, Geminoid, Telenoid, and Elfoid, and Hugvie. These robots have been reported many
times by major media, such as Discovery channel, NHK, and BBC. He has also received the best
humanoid award four times in RoboCup. In 2007, Synectics Survey of Contemporary Genius 2007
has selected him as one of the top 100 geniuses alive in the world today. In 20ll, he won the Osaka
Cultural Award presented by the Osaka Prefectural Government and the Osaka City Government for
his great contribution to the advancement of culture in Osaka.




